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CLAIMS 

The following is a detailed listing of all claims that are, or were, in the application. A status 
identifier is provided for every claim and the current text of every claim is presented, unless the 
claim has been cancelled or withdrawn. Current amendments to the claims are expressed in the 
detailed listing by strikethrough (for deleted matter) or underlining (for added matter). 
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1 . (Currently Amended) A method for enabling a purchase of a product or service, 
comprising: 

receiving , from a customer, an indication of at least one of a product category including 
at least two products or a service category ncluding at least two services; 

selecting , for the customer, one of said at least two products or said at least two services; 

providing an indication of said sek cted one of said at least two products or said at least 
two services; and 

arranging for a benefit to be pro vie ed based on a purchase of said selected one of said at 
least two products or said at least two services. 



2. (Original) The method of claim 
least two products or said at least two serv 

a customer; 

a customer device; 

a retailer; 

a retailer device; 

a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 



, wherein said indication of said selected one of said at 
ces is provided to at least one of the following: 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 1, vfherein said indication of said selected one of said at 
least two products or said at least two service^ is provided by at least one of the following: 

a customer; 

a customer device; 

a retailer; 

a retailer device; 

a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 



4. (Original) The method of claim 1 , {^herein said indication of a product category 
including at least two products or a service category including at least two services is received by 
at least one of the following: 

a customer; 

a customer device; 

a retailer; 

a retailer device; 

a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 



5. (Original) The method of claim 1, w 



lerein said indication of a product category 



including at least two products or a service category including at least two services is received 
from at least one of the following: 

a customer; 

a customer device; 

a retailer; 

a retailer device; 

a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 
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6. (Original) The method of 
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claim 1, wherein said selecting one of said at least two 
products or said at least two services iii completed by at least one of the following: 
a customer; 
a customer device; 
a retailer; 
a retailer device; 
a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 



7. (Original) The method of c 

providing an indicatic 

8. (Original) The method of < ; 
at least one of the following: 

a customer; 
a customer device; 
a retailer; 
a retailer device; 
a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 



aim 1, further comprising: 
n of said benefit. 

aim 7, wherein said indication of said benefit is provided to 
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9. (Original) The method of clain|i 7, wherein said indication of said benefit is provided by 
at least one of the following: 

a customer; 

a customer device; 

a retailer; 

a retailer device; 

a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 



10. (Original) The method 

receiving an indicatior 
products or said at least two services. 



of (claim 1, further comprising: 

of a purchase of said selected one of said at least two 



1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein said indication of a purchase is received 
from at least one of the following: 

a customer; 

a customer device; 

a retailer; 

a retailer device; 

a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 
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12. (Original) The method of clajm 10, wherein said indication of a purchase is received by 
at least one of the following: 

a customer; 

a customer device; 

a retailer; 

a retailer device; 

a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 



13. (Currently Amended) The (method of claim 1, further comprising at least one of the 
following: 

receiving a custom'er identifier; 
determining a customer identifier; and 
determining a payment identifier^. 



14. (Original) The method 

receiving a paymeht 



9f claim 1, further comprising: 
identifier. 



15. (Original) The methocj of claim 14, wherein said payment identifier is a customer 
identifier. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

imposing a penalty if said selected one of said at least two products or said at least 
two services is not purchased. 



17. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving an indication of a retailer category, said retailer category including at 
least two retailers. 



\ 
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1 8. (Original) The method of claim 1 7, further comprising: 
selecting one of said at least two retailers; and 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two retailers. 



1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 8, further comprising: 

determining if said selected one of said at least two products or said at least two 
services has been purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 



20. (Original) The method of claim 1 9, wherein said providing an indication of a benefit 
occurs only if said selected one of said at least two products or at least two services has been 
purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 

2 1 . (Original) The method of cla m 1 , further comprising: 

providing a benefit based on a purchase of said selected one of said at least two 
products or said at least two services. 

22. (Original) The method of :laim 1, further comprising: 

providing an indication of a penalty if said selected one of said at least two 
products or at least two services is no ; purchased. 

23. (Original) The method of 

arranging for a penalt} 
products or said at least two services 



claim 1, further comprising: 

to be imposed if said selected one of said at least two 
s not purchased. 



24. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising at least one of the following: 
providing a list of at least one product category; and 
providing a list of at least one service category. 



25. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

providing an indication of a price for said selected one of said at least two 
products or at least two services. 

-7- 
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26. (Original) The method of claim 



determining a price for said selected one of said at least two products or at least 



two services. 



27 . (Original) The method of claiq 

determining a condition 
products or at least two services. 



28. (Original) The method 

providing an indication o 
at least two products or at least two services 



I, further comprising: 



1, further comprising: 
off purchase for said selected one of said at least two 



of clqim 27, further comprising: 

said condition of purchase of said selected one of said 



A method for enabling a purchase of a product or service, 



29. (Previously Presented) 
comprising: 

receiving an indication of at least one of a product category including at least two 
products or a service category including at least two services; 

selecting one of sad at least two products or said at least two services; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two products or said at 
least two services; and 

providing an indie; ition of a benefit based on a purchase of said selected one of 
said at least two products or said 4t least two services. 



30. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein said indication of said selected one of 



said at least two products or saic 
a customer; 
a customer device 
a retailer; 
a retailer device; 
a seller; 

a seller device; o: 
a controller. 



\ 



at least two services is provided to at least one of the following: 
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3 1 . (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein said indication of said selected one of said 
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o services is provided by at least one of the following: 



at least two products or said at least tw 
a customer; 
a customer device; 
a retailer; 
a retailer device; 
a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 



32. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein said indication of a product category 
including at least two products or a service category including at least two services is received by 
at least one of the following: 

a customer; 

a customer device; 

a retailer; 

a retailer device; 

a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 
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33. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein said indication of a product category 




ice category including at least two services is received 



including at least two products or a serv 
from at least one of the following: 
a customer; 
a customer device; 
a retailer; 
a retailer device; 
a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 



34. (Original) The method of clajim 29, wherein said selecting one of said at least two 
products or said at least two services is completed by at least one of the following: 
a customer; 
a customer device; 
a retailer; 
a retailer device; 
a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 



35. (Original) The method of claim 2^, wherein said indication of a benefit is provided to at 
least one of the following: 

a customer; 

a customer device; 

a retailer; 

a retailer device; 

a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 
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36. (Original) The method of clairji 29, wherein said indication of a benefit is provided 
by at least one of the following: 

a customer; 
a customer device; 
a retailer; 
a retailer device; 
a seller; 

a seller device; or 
a controller. 

37. (Currently Amended) A methojd for enabling a purchase of a product or service, 
comprising: 

receiving , from a custobier, an indication at least one of a product category 



including at least two products or a serv 



ce category including at least two services; 



selecting , for the custom er, one of said at least two products or said at least two 



said selected one of said at least two products or said at 



services; 

providing an indication o 
least two services; 

determining if said selected one of said at least two products or said at least two 
services has been purchased; and 

providing an indication of a benefit if said selected one of said at least two 
products or said at least two services has been purchased. 
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38. (Currently Amended) A metholi for enabling a purchase of a product or service, 
comprising: 

receiving , from a custodier, an indication of at least one of a product category 



including at least two products or a serv ce category including at least two services; 

selecting , for the custom er, one of said at least two products or said at least two 



services has been purchased; and 

arranging for a benefit to 



services; 

providing an indication ( f said selected one of said at least two products or said at 
least two services; 

determining if said selected one of said at least two products or said at least two 



be provided based on a purchase of said selected one of 



said at least two products or said at least two services 



39. (Currently Amended) A method 
receiving , from a 



for enabling a purchase of a product, comprising: 
cust^>mer 1 an indication of a product category, said product 



category including at least two products 
selecting , for the custo mer. 



providing an indication 
providing an indication 
said at least two products. 



2 one of said at least two products; 
said selected one of said at least two products; and 
)f a benefit based on a purchase of said selected one of 



of 



40. (Currently Amended) A method ttbr enabling a purchase of a product, comprising: 

receiving , from a customer, an indication of a product category, said product 
category including at least two products; 

selecting , for the customer,! one of said at least two products; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two products; 

determining if said selected\one of said at least two products has been purchased; 

and 

providing an indication of a benefit if said selected one of said at least two products 
has been purchased. \\ 

-12- 
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41 . (Currently Amended) A method for epabling a purchase of a service, comprising: 

receiving , from a customer, an indication of a service category, said service category 

including at least two services; / 

selecting , for the customer, one of said at least two services; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two services; and 

providing an indication of a benefit if said selected one of said at least two products has 

been purchased. 



42. (Currently Amended) A method for enabling a purchase of a service, comprising: 

receiving , from a customer, an indication of a service category, said service 
category including at least two services;! 

selecting , for the customer, one of said at least two services; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two services; 

determining if said selected one of said at least two services has been purchased; 



and 

providing an indication 
services has been purchased. 



of a benefit if said selected one of said at least two 



43. (Currently Amended) A method for enabling a purchase of a product or service, 
comprising: 

receiving , from a custpmer, an indication of a retailer category, said retailer 
category including at least two retailers ; 

selecting , for the customer, one of said at least two retailers; 

providing an indication If said selected one of said at least two retailers; 

determining if a product pr service has been purchased at said selected one of said 
at least two retailers; and I 

providing an indication of a benefit if a product or service has been purchased at 
said selected one of said at least two retailers. 



-13- 
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44. (Original) The method of claim 
providing an indication of said sele< 
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43, further comprising: 

ted one of said at least two retailers. 



45 . (Original) The method of clairfi 43, further comprising: 

receiving an indication of a purchase of a product or service at said selected one of 
said at least two retailers. 



46. (Original) The method of cla im 43 , further comprising: 

receiving a customer identifier. 

47. (Original) The method of cl urn 43, further comprising: 

receiving a payment identifier. 



48 . (Original) The method of c 

imposing a penalty if no 
one of said at least two retailers. 



49. (Original) The method of claim 43, further comprising: 



aim 43, further comprising: 
purchase of a product or service is made at said selected 



receiving an indication of 
least two products. 



a product category, said product category including at 



50. (Original) The method of claim 49, further comprising: 
selecting one of said at least two products; and 



ast 1 
~sai 



providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two products. 



5 1 . (Original) The method of claim 50, wherein said providing an indication of a benefit 
occurs only if said selected one of said at\least two products has been purchased at said selected 
one of at least two said retailers. 
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52. (Original) The method of claim 4&, further comprising: 

providing a benefit based on a purchase of a product or service at said selected one 



of said at least two retailers. 

53. (Original) The method of claim 

arranging for a benefit to be pi]ovided 
said selected one of said at least two retailers 



Application No. 09/540,214 
Attorney Docket No.: 00-006 



49, further comprising: 

based on a purchase of a product or service at 



54. (Currently Amended) A method foj: enabling a purchase of a product or service, 
comprising: 

2 an indication of a retailer category including at least 



receiving , from a customei 
two retailers; 



selecting , for the customer, one of said at least two retailers; 
providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two retailer; 
receiving an indication fiat a product or service has been purchased at said 

and 

a benefit if a product of service has been purchased at 
ers. 



selected one of said at least two retailers 
providing an indication of 
said selected one of said at least two retai 1 



enabling a purchase of a product, comprising: 
an indication of a product category, said product 



55. (Currently Amended) A method for 

receiving , from a custome: 
category including at least two products; 

selecting , for the customer, ohe of said at least two products; 



providing an indication of sa 
arranging to provide a benefit 
least two products. 



selected one of said at least two products; and 
based on a purchase of said selected one of said at 
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56. 



\ 



(Currently Amended) A method for 
receiving , from a customer, 



mabling a purchase of a product, comprising: 
an indication of a product category, said product 



category including at least two products; 

selecting , for the customer, or 



e of said at least two products; 
providing an indication of saic selected one of said at least two products; 
determining if said selected oi e of said at least two products has been purchased; 



and 



arranging to provide a benefit if said selected one of said at least two products has 



been purchased. 




receiving , from a customer, 



(Currently Amended) A method for enabling a purchase of a service, comprising: 



an indication of a service category, said service 



ategory including at least two services; 

selecting , for the customer, onfe of said at least two services; 
providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two services; and 
arranging to provide a benefit )ased on a purchase of said selected one of said at 
least two services. 



58. (Currently Amended) A method for enabling a purchase of a service, comprising: 

receiving , from a customer, am indication of a service category, said service 
category including at least two services; I 

selecting , for the customer, one or said at least two services; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two services; 

determining if said selected one of said at least two services has been purchased; 



and 



arranging to provide a benefit if saifl selected one of said at least two services has 



been purchased. 
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59. (Currently Amended) A method foV enabling a purchase of a product or service, 
comprising: 

receiving , from a customer, an indication of a retailer category including at least 
two retailers; 

selecting , for the customer/ one of said at least two retailers; 
providing an indication ofjfsaid selected one of said at least two retailer; 
determining if a product or service has been purchased at said selected one of said 
at least two retailers; and 

arranging to provide a bemefit if a product of service has been purchased at said 
selected one of said at least two retailers 



60. (Currently Amended) A method J for enabling a purchase of a product or service, 
comprising: 

receiving , from a customer, an indication of a retailer category including at least 
two retailers; 

selecting , for the customer, one of said at least two retailers; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two retailer; 

receiving an indication^ that a product or service has been purchased at said 
selected one of said at least two retailers; and 

arranging to provide a benefit if a product of service has been purchased at said 
selected one of said at least two retailer 



6 1 . (Currently Amended) A method 



for enabling a purchase of a product, comprising: 



receiving , from a custo ner, an indication of a product category, said product 



category including at least two products 

selecting , for the customer, one of said at least two products; 
providing an indication off said selected one of said at least two products; and 
providing a benefit based \n a purchase of said selected one of said at least two 

products. 



-17- 
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62. (Currently Amended) A method forlenabling a purchase of a product, comprising: 



receiving , from a customer, 



category including at least two products; 

selecting , for the customer, ojie of said at least two products; 
providing an indication of sai 



and 



purchased. 



an indication of a product category, said product 



d selected one of said at least two products; 
determining if said selected one of said at least two products has been purchased; 



providing a benefit if said se 



63. (Currently Amended) A method foi 
receiving , from a custome r. 



category including at least two services; 

selecting , for the customer, 



ected one of said at least two products has been 



enabling a purchase of a service, comprising: 
1 an indication of a service category, said service 



Dne of said at least two services; 
providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two services; and 
providing a benefit based onla purchase of said selected one of said at least two 



services. 



64. (Currently Amended) A method for Enabling a purchase of a service, comprising: 

receiving , from a customer, |an indication of a service category, said service 
category including at least two services; 

selecting , for the customer, ond of said at least two services; 

providing an indication of said selected one of said at least two services; 

determining if said selected one of said at least two services has been purchased; 



and 



purchased. 



providing a benefit if said selected one of said at least two services has been 
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65. (Currently Amended) A method for purchasing a product, comprising: 

en an indication of a product category, said product 



providing , by a custome: 
category including at least two products; 



receiving , by the customei 



products; and 



products. 



an indication of a selected one of said at least two 



receiving a benefit based on a purchase of said selected one of said at least two 



66. (Currently Amended) A method for purchasing a product, comprising 

providing , by a customei , an indication of a product category, said product 
category including at least two products; 

receiving , by a customer^ an indication of a selected one of said at least two 
products; and j 

receiving an indication of a benefit if said selected one of said at least two 
products has been purchased. 

67. (Currently Amended) A method for purchasing a service, comprising: 

providing , by a customer, an indication of a service category, said service 



services; and 



services. 



category including at least two services; 

receiving , by a customed, an indication of a selected one of said at least two 



receiving a benefit based on a purchase of said selected one of said at least two 
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68. (Currently Amended) A method 



providing , by a custome r, an indication of a service category, said service 



category including at least two services; 

receiving , by a customei 
services; and 



receiving an indication of 
services has been purchased. 



?r purchasing a service, comprising: 



an indication of a selected one of said at least two 



a benefit if said selected one of said at least two 



for selling a product or service, comprising: 



to said memory and said communication port, said 



69. (Currently Amended) A system 
a memory; 

a communication port; and 
a processor connected 
processor being operative to: 

receive , from a customer, an indication of at least one of a product 
category including at least two producis or a service category including at least two services; 

select , for the customer, one of said at least two products or said at least 



two services; 

provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two products or 
said at least two services; and 

arrange for a benefit to be provided based on a purchase of said selected 
one of said at least two products or said at least two services. 

\ 
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70. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium, the computer readable medium storing 
a computer program comprising: 

receiving , from a customer, at least one indication of 
it least two products or a service category including 



computer readable means foi 
at least one of a product category including 
at least two services; 

computer readable means ft* 



choosing , for the customer, one of said at least two 



products or said at least two services; 

computer readable means fof generating an indication of said selected one of said 
at least two products or said at least two ser/ices; and 

computer readable means for arranging for at least one benefit to be provided 
based on a purchase of said selected one of said at least two products or said at least two services. 

71. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for selling a product or service, comprising: 



means for receiving , from 



i service category including at least two services; 
customer, one of said at least two products or said at 



customer, an indication of at least one of a product 



category including at least two products or 
means for choosing , for the 
least two services; 

means for generating an indication of said selected one of said at least two 
products or said at least two services; and 

means for arranging for at l&ast one benefit to be provided based on a purchase of 
said selected one of said at least two products or said at least two services. 
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f\n 2 



72. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program means embodied 
therein for operating an information system, the computer readable program means in said article 
of manufacture operable to: 

receive , from a dustomer, an indication of at least one of a product 



category including at least two products c r a service category including at least two services; 

select , for the cust )mer, one of said at least two products or said at least 



two services; 

provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two products or 
said at least two services; and 

arrange for a benefit to be provided based on a purchase of said selected 
one of said at least two products or said at least two services. 

73. (Currently Amended) A system for selling a product or service, comprising: 
a memory; 

a communication port; and 
a processor connected to said memory and said communication port, said processor being 
operative to: 

receive , from a customer, an indication of at least one of a product category 



one of said at least two products or said at least two 
said selected one of said at least two products or said at 



including at least two products or a service category including at least two services; 
select , for the customer 

services; 

provide an indication of 
least two services; and 

provide an indication of A benefit based on a purchase of said selected one of said 
at least two products or said at least two services. 

\ 
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74. (Currently Amended) A computer re idable medium, the computer readable medium 
storing a computer program comprising: 



•eceiving , from a customer, at least one indication of 
nets or a service category including at least two 



computer readable means for 
a product category including at least two pn> 
services; 

computer readable means foij choosing , for the customer, one of said at least two 
products or said at least two services; 

computer readable means fof generating an indication of said selected one of said 
at least two products or said at least two services; and 

computer readable means for providing an indication of at least one benefit based 
on a purchase of said selected one of said aj least two products or said at least two services. 



75. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for selling a product or service, comprising: 

means for receiving , from a customer, at least one indication of at least one of a 
product category including at least two products or a service category including at least two 
services; 

means for choosing , for tlje customer, one of said at least two products or said at 
least two services; 

means for transmitting an indication of said selected one of said at least two 
products or said at least two services; anc' 

indication of a benefit based on a purchase of said 
or said at least two services. 



means for transmitting an 
selected one of said at least two products 



N 
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76. (Currently Amended) An article o^ manufacture, comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program means embodied 
therein for operating an information system, the computer readable program means in said article 
of manufacture operable to: 

receive , from a customer, an indication of at least one of a product 



category including at least two products 



c r a service category including at least two services; 



select , for the customer, one of said at least two products or said at least 




77. (Currently Amended) A system 
a memory; 

a communication port; anjd 
a processor connected 
processor being operative to: 

receive , from a 



two services; 

provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two products or 
said at least two services; and 

provide an indication of a benefit based on a purchase of said selected one 



of said at least two products or said at least two services 



or selling a product or service, comprising: 



o said memory and said communication port, said 
Customer, an indication of at least one of a product 



category including at least two products or a service category including at least two services; 

select , for the customer, one of said at least two products or said at least 



two services; 

provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two products or 
said at least two services; 

determine if said selected one of said at least two products or said at least 
two services has been purchased; and 

arrange for a benefit to be provided based on a purchase of said selected 
one of said at least two products or said\at least two services. 
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78. (Currently Amended) A compute^ readable medium, the computer readable medium 
storing a computer program comprising: 

or receiving , from a customer, at least one indication of 
g at least two products or a service category including 



computer readable means 
at least one of a product category includir 
at least two services; 

computer readable means 
products or said at least two services; 

computer readable means 



for choosing , for the customer, one of said at least two 



for transmitting an indication of said selected one of 



said at least two products or said at least i wo services; 



computer readable means 
products or said at least two services has 
computer readable means 



for determining if said selected one of said at least two 
Deen purchased; and 

br arranging for at least one benefit to be provided 



based on a purchase of said selected one of said at least two products or said at least two services. 

79. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for selling a product or service, comprising: 

means for receiving , from a customer, at least one indication of at least one of a 

product category including at least two! products or a service category including at least two 

services; 1 

means for choosing , for thlp customer, one of said at least two products or said at 

least two services; 



indication of said selected one of said at least two 
id selected one of said at least two products or said at 



means for transmitting an 
products or said at least two services; 

means for determining if sai 
least two services has been purchased; and \ 

means for arranging for at least one benefit to be provided based on a purchase of 
said selected one of said at least two products or said at least two services. 
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80. (Currently Amended) An articlelof manufacture, comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program means embodied therein 
for operating an information system, t lie computer readable program means in said article of 
manufacture operable to: 

receive , from a customer J an indication of at least one of a product category 



select , for the customer, < 



services; 



including at least two products or a service category including at least two services; 



ne of said at least two products or said at least two 



provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two products or said at 
least two services; 

determine if said selected one of said at least two products or said at least two 
services has been purchased; and I 

arrange for a benefit to be provided based on a purchase of said selected one of 
said at least two products or said at least! two services. 



81. (Currently Amended) A system fcjr selling a product or service, comprising: 
a memory; 

a communication port; anc 
a processor connected to said memory and said communication port, said 
processor being operative to: 

receive, from a customer, an indication of a at least one of a product 




two services; 



providing provide 



category including at least two products or a service category including at least two services; 

select , for the customer, one of said at least two products or said at least 



an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

products or said at least two services; 

determine if said selected one of said at least two products or said at least 
two services has been purchased; and 

provide an indicatioh of a benefit if said selected one of said at least two 
products or said at least two services has bien purchased. 
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82. (Currently Amended) A computer [readable medium, the computer readable medium 
storing a computer program comprising: 

computer readable means fir receiving , from a customer, at least one indication of 
at least one of a product category including at least two products or a service category including 



at least two services; 

computer readable means 
products or said at least two services; 

computer readable means 



said at least two products or said at least t no services; 



or choosing , for the customer, one of said at least two 



for transmitting an indication of said selected one of 



computer readable means 
products or said at least two services has 

computer readable means 
selected one of said at least two products 



for determining if said selected one of said at least two 
)een purchased; and 

br transmitting an indication of a benefit if said 
or said at least two services has been purchased. 



83. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for selling a product or service, comprising: 

means for receiving , from a customer, at least one indication of at least one of a 



product category including at least two products or a service category including at least two 
services; 

means for choosing , for the customer, one of said at least two products or said at 



least two services; 

means for transmitting aq indication of said selected one of said at least two 
products or said at least two services; 

means for determining if said selected one of said at least two products or said at 
least two services has been purchased; and! 

means for transmitting an indication of at least one benefit if said selected one of 
said at least two products or said at least services has been purchased. 
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84. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a computer usable medium Having a computer readable program means embodied 
therein for operating an information system, the computer readable program means in said article 
of manufacture operable to: / 

receive , from a customer, an indication of at least one of a product 
category including at least two products or a service category including at least two services; 

select , for the cust omer, one of said at least two products or said at least 



two services; 

provide an indicat 
said at least two services; 

determine if said 



1 !S< 



on of said selected one of said at least two products or 
elected one of said at least two products or said at least 



two services has been purchased; and 

provide an indication of a benefit if said selected one of said at least two 
products or said at least two services hi s been purchased. 

85. (Currently Amended) A system for selling a product or service, comprising: 
a memory; 

a communication port; and 
a processor connected to said memory and said communication port, said 
processor being operative to: 

receive , from a 

least two retailers; 

select , for the customer, one of said at least two retailers; 

provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two retailer; 
determine if a product or service has bpen purchased at said selected one of said at least two 
retailers; and 

arrange to provide kt least one benefit if a product of service has been 
purchased at said selected one of said aNqast two retailers. 



customer, an indication of a retailer category including at 
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86. (Currently Amended) A computer ] eadable medium, the computer readable medium 
storing a computer program comprising: 

computer readable means folr receiving , from a customer, at least one indication of 

ailers; 

3r choosing , for the customer, one of said at least two 



a retailer category including at least two re 
computer readable means 

retailers; 

computer readable means 
said at least two retailer; 

computer readable means for determining if a product or service has been 



br transmitting an indication of said selected one of 



purchased at said selected one of said at 
computer readable means 
of service has been purchased at said se 



east two retailers; and 

for arranging to provide at least one benefit if a product 
cted one of said at least two retailers. 



87. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for selling a product or service, comprising: 

means for receiving , frqm a customer, at least one indication of a retailer category 
including at least two retailers; 



means for choosing, fo 



the customer, one of said at least two retailers; 



an indication of said selected one of said at least two 



if a product or service has been purchased at said selected 



means for transmitting 

retailer; 

means for determining : 
one of said at least two retailers; and 

means for arranging to jprovide at least one benefit if a product of service has been 
purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 
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least two retailers; 




88. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a computer usable medium paving a computer readable program means embodied 
therein for operating an information systei i, the computer readable program means in said article 
of manufacture operable to: 

receive, from a customer, an indication of a retailer category including at 



select , for the customer, one of said at least two retailers; 



Y 

IT 



provide an indicati >n of said selected one of said at least two retailer; 
determine if a product or service has been purchased at said selected one 



of said at least two retailers; and 



arrange to provide 



a benefit if a product of service has been purchased at 



said selected one of said at least two retailers. 

89. (Currently Amended) A system for selling a product or service, comprising: 
a memory; 

a communication port; a id 
a processor connected 
processor being operative to: 

receive, from a Customer, an indication of a retailer category including at 



least two retailers; 



to said memory and said communication port, said 



select , for the cu stomer, one of said at least two retailers; 



provide an indies tion of said selected one of said at least two retailer; 
receive an indication that a product or Service has been purchased at said selected one of said at 
least two retailers; and 

arrange to providdia benefit if a product of service has been purchased at 
said selected one of said at least two retailers. 
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90. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium, the computer readable medium 
storing a computer program comprising: J 

computer readable means fori receiving , from a customer, at least one indication of 
a retailer category including at least two retailers; 

computer readable means far choosing , for the customer, one of said at least two 
retailers; I 

computer readable means providing an indication of said selected one of said at 
least two retailer; 

computer readable means for receiving at least one indication that a product or 
service has been purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers; and 

computer readable means for arranging to provide at least one benefit if a product 
of service has been purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 



91 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for selling a product or service, comprising: 

means for receiving , from a customer, an indication of a retailer category 
including at least two retailers; 

means for choosing , for the customer, one of said at least two retailers; 

means for transmitting an indication of said selected one of said at least two 
retailer; 1 

means for receiving an indication that a product or service has been purchased at 
said selected one of said at least two retailersc and 

means for arranging to provide at least one benefit if a product of service has been 
purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 
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92. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program means embodied 
therein for operating an information system the computer readable program means in said article 
of manufacture operable to: 

receive , from a customer, an indication of a retailer category including at 



least two retailers; 

select , for the custojner, one of said at least two retailers; 

provide an indication of said selected one of said at least two retailer; 

receive an indication that a product or service has been purchased at said 
selected one of said at least two retailers? and 

arrange to provide a benefit if a product of service has been purchased at 
said selected one of said at least two retailers. 



93. (Currently Amended) A syste 
a memory; 

a communication port; 
a processor connected 
processor being operative to: 

receive , from a 

least two retailers; 



for selling a product or service, comprising: 
md 

to said memory and said communication port, said 
customer, an indication of a retailer category including at 



select , for the customer, one of said at least two retailers; 



provide an indi nation of said selected one of said at least two retailer; 

receive an indication that a product or service has been purchased at said 
selected one of said at least two retaikrs; and 

provide an indication of a benefit if a product of service has been 
purchased at said selected one of said $t least two retailers. 
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computer readable means 
a retailer category including at least two 
computer readable mean; 



94. (Currently Amended) A compute] readable medium, the computer readable medium 
storing a computer program comprising: 

For receiving , from a customer, at least one indication of 
■etailers; 

for choosing , for a customer, one of said at least two 



retailers; 

computer readable mearjs for transmitting an indication of said selected one of 
said at least two retailer; 

computer readable mear s for receiving an indication that a product or service has 
been purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers; and 

computer readable means for transmitting an indication of a benefit if a product of 
service has been purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 



95. (Currently Amended) An ap 
means for receiving, 
including at least two retailers; 



aratus for selling a product or service, comprising: 
from a customer, an indication of a retailer category 



means for choosing, i br a customer, one of said at least two retailers; 



means for transmitting an indication of said selected one of said at least two 

retailer; 

means for receiving in indication that a product or service has been purchased at 
said selected one of said at least twc retailers; and 

means for transmitting an indication of a benefit if a product of service has been 
purchased at said selected one of said at least two retailers. 

\ 



00-006 RS 4.3.03 



-33- 



PATENT 



Application No. 09/540,214 
Attorney Docket No.: 00-006 



96. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program means embodied 
therein for operating an information system, the computer readable program means in said article 
of manufacture operable to: 

receive , from a custdmer, an indication of a retailer category including at 



least two retailers; 



provide an indicatio l 
receive an indicatio i 
selected one of said at least two retailers; and 

provide an indicatio i 
purchased at said selected one of said at le 



select , for the customer, one of said at least two retailers; 



of said selected one of said at least two retailer; 
that a product or service has been purchased at said 



of a benefit if a product of service has been 
st two retailers. 
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